
Inspection of Taylor's Tots Nursery
Drayton Lodge, Old Vicarage Lane, Dunston, Stafford, Staffordshire ST18 9AD

Inspection date: 17 January 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

This nursery has a lovely calm and friendly atmosphere. There is a strong focus on 
emotional support for children who form strong bonds with staff. Children are very 
happy and engage enthusiastically in the activities on offer. New children attend 
gradual settling-in sessions and benefit from plenty of attention, reassurance and 
cuddles from staff. Children behave well. They share and take turns with resources.

Babies spend lots of time happily exploring under the close supervision of kind and 
caring staff. The youngest children giggle and clap along to musical toys. Babies 
are beginning to sit, crawl and take first steps. Children develop communication 
and language skills well. Older children confidently engage in conversations with 
adults and visitors to the nursery. Children of all ages enjoy singing rhymes and 
songs. Children develop large muscle skills as they balance, play with balls, and 
ride wheeled toys. Small muscle skills develop as children make marks with brushes
and fingers or manipulate dough. Early writing skills are emerging as children 
progress from making marks with fingers, brushes and crayons to using pincers, 
pens and pencils in pre-school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has a clear vision and is passionate about providing high quality 
care and learning for children. A strong educational programme is in place which
places a high priority on children gaining the emotional, physical and 
communication skills they require to succeed in the next stage of their 
education, including school. 

n Staff report that they are happy in their work and receive the support they need 
from the manager. They benefit from appraisal meetings, training and regular 
staff meetings to help develop their practice. However, the manager recognises 
that she could enhance support for some staff to help raise the quality of 
teaching to a consistently high level.

n Staff know children well. They have a good understanding about what children 
already know and can do. Staff plan a wide range of interesting and stimulating 
activities and experiences for children. However, not all staff are skilled at using 
assessment information to focus planning and teaching precisely on what 
individual children need to learn next, to help children progress at a faster rate.

n Staff promote communication and language skills well. Those working with 
babies and toddlers use simple, repetitive words and language. Children babble 
and utter words happily in response. Staff working with older children use simple
questioning techniques to engage children in conversation. 

n Staff encourage children to gain awareness of materials and texture. Younger 
children enjoy exploring sand and rice. Older children make pictures of owls, 
using paper, paint and glue. 
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n Children are developing a love of books and stories. Staff working with the 
youngest children use simple board books to show children pictures. Toddlers 
and pre-school children join staff at regular story sessions.

n Older children develop independence well. Staff encourage children to collect 
their own drinks and put their own aprons on. Children take responsibility for 
small tasks, such as tidying away toys at the end of a session. 

n Children develop good mathematical skills and understanding. Staff encourage 
younger children to count using their fingers as they sing number rhymes and 
songs. Older children learn about size, capacity and quantity as they sort 
animals into order. Children talk excitedly about big polar bears and small 
penguins as they line them up in order of size.  

n Strong parental partnerships are in place. Parents and carers are highly 
complimentary about the care their children receive. Staff use a variety of 
methods to keep parents informed about their child's care and learning. These 
include daily conversations, parents' meetings and electronic communications. 
The setting provides an annual occasion where all parents and extended family 
members are invited to a social gathering at the setting to help cement 
relationships within the community.  

n Staff provide good support for children who have special educational needs 
and/or disabilities. They work with parents and external agencies to ensure 
children receive the care they need to make good progress in their learning and 
development.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The nursery premises are suitable, and all areas are bright and inviting. Staff 
complete regular risk assessments to ensure that the environment is safe for 
children. The manager ensures that staff to child ratios are met and that children 
are supervised well, for example, during nappy changing times. The manager and 
staff complete safeguarding and child protection training. They are aware of the 
signs and symptoms of abuse and neglect and know the procedures to report 
safeguarding concerns to the relevant authorities. The provider ensures that the 
recruitment process is robust and that all staff are deemed suitable to work with 
children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop supervision and support arrangements for staff to raise the quality of 
teaching to a consistently higher level 

n use assessment information to focus planning and teaching more precisely on 
what individual children need to learn next.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2553561

Local authority Staffordshire 

Inspection number 10272833

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 37

Number of children on roll 69

Name of registered person Taylors Tot's Daycare Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901339

Telephone number 07308154942

Date of previous inspection 9 June 2021

Information about this early years setting

Taylor's Tots Nursery registered in 2019. The nursery is open each weekday, from 
7.30am to 6pm, all year round, except for one week at Christmas. The nursery 
employs 14 members of staff, all of whom are qualified at level 3 to level 6. It 
provides funded early education places for two-, three- and four-year old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Trisha Turney

Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector conducted a leadership and management meeting with the 
nursery owner, who is also the manager.

n The manager completed a learning walk with the inspector, where they 
discussed the curriculum.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager where they 
evaluated the quality of teaching and practice together.

n The inspector spoke to parents, staff and children throughout the inspection.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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